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St. Peres, Epiſt. II. Chap. i. v. 19. 


We have alſo a more ſure Word of Prophecy , 
' whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as un- 
to 4 Light that ſbineth in a dark place, un- 

til the Day dawn, and the Day: ſtar ariſe in 


your Hearts. 


HE Apoſtle, endeavouring to eſtabliſh the be- 
lief of that Power and Coming of our Lord Je- 
ſu Chriſt, mentioned at the ſrxteenth Verſe, 


tells them to whom he wrote, that, in their 
Declarations of this Matter, the Preachers of the Go- 


ſpel had not followed (a) cunningly deviſed Fables, but (u ver. 16. 


delivered Truths ſupported by very ſubſtantial and fuf- 
ficient Evidence. Now the Evidence he appeals to up- 
on this occafion, is of Two ſorts. Firſt, That Honour 


and Glory (b) which Jeſus received from God the Father, (4) ver. 7, 


when he was transfigured in the holy Mount, and by a 18. 
Voice from the excellent Glory pronounced the Son 
of God, in whom he is well pleaſed: All which was 


atteſted by Perſons that were eye-witneſſes (c) of his (e) ver. 16 


Majeſty, and of this whole Fact. Next, That of an- 
tient Prophecy agreeable hereunto, the true notion and 
force whereof my Text may be of confiderable ſervice 
to give us light into: We have alſo a more ſure Word 
of Prophecy, whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as un- 
to a Light that ſhineth in a dark place, until the Day dawn, 
and the Day-ſtar ariſe in your Hearts. 
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The Chriſtian Interpretation 


fd) Syriac. 


the Two following regards. | 


tells us at the 2oth Verſe 


Before I apply my ſelf to thoſe Arguments which 
principally determined me to the choice of theſe Words, 
it will be expedient to ſay ſomewhat in order to the 
Explanation of them. And here, without entring into 
critical Niceties, or troubling my ſelf and you with 
the different Opinions of Interpreters, I ſhall only pro- 
poſe ſuch Senſes as they ſeem fairly capable of, and 
then proceed in the uſe I intend to make of them. 

I. Now Firſt, By calling Prophecy here a more ſure 
Word, I ſuppoſe St. Peter does not only mean very (d) 
ſure, and ſuch as ought not in reaſon to be queſtioned; 
but intends to compare it with, and in ſome reſpect to 
give it Preference above, that which went before. And, 
though this Preference do not belong to Prophecy, 


abſolutely conſidered, above Miracles well atteſted ; yet 


it may be very reaſonably attributed to it in either of 
Firſt, It's confeſſed Authority and Weight with the 
Perſons to whom the Apoſtle: wrote, They krew, (he 
2 that is, They were already 

perſuaded of This, as a firſt and unconteſted Principle, 
that 20 Prophecy of Scripture is of any private Interpre- 
tation; which he explains at the 21ſt, by ſaying, That 
the Prophecy came not in old time by the Will of Man, 
but holy Men of God ſpake as they were moved by the Ho- 
Ly Ghoſt. Tis true, The Apoſtles did not ſpeak of their 


own Will neither, but as they were moved by the Holy 


Ghoſt; and ſo their Teſtimony, in it ſelf, was equal 
to that of the greateſt Prophet. It was ſo to Believers, 
but not to Strangers and Adverſaries; not to Jews in 


particular; with whom, admitting that no Doubt re- 


mained as to the Truth of their Reports, yet Prophecy 
muſt have this manifeſt advantage; that the Relation, 


of the Apoſtles would be look d upon only as the Te- 


ftimony 


* 
- 


"of Prophecies Tina 


ſtimony of Men, whereas the Predictions of the Pro- 
phets would be received and reverenced as the Teſti- 
mony of Gd. ty. For 1. 

A Second, and in my apprehenſion more probable, 
ſenſe of the Expreſſion, niay proceed upon a Compa- 
riſon of Prophecy as it ſtood then, with what it had 
been heretotore. For- the Prophecies concerning our 
Saviour, When in great part accompliſhed, and confirm- 
ed by ſubſequent Miracles, muſt needs be a ſtronger mo- 
tive of Belief, than the ſame Prophecies, while they 
continued bare Predictions of things altogether future. 
Whatever then had been foretold at a great diſtance, 
concerning the power and coming of Jeſus Chriſt, recei- 
ved this addition of Strength at leaſt, that God had 
now in a very wonderful manner declared him his be- 
loved Son by a Voice from Heaven, in purſuance and 
confirmation of antient Prophecies relating to this Mat- 
ter: And, were there no other, as many indeed there 
were, yet the Advantages received from the Glories 
of our Lord's Transfiguration were very conſiderable, 
for the enabling thole Prophecies to make a more et- 
fectual impreſſion upon Men's Minds, and to fill them 
with a more aſſured expectation of any great Events 
as yet behind, the Predictions whereof had been back d 
with ſuch freſh and aſtoniſhing Atteſtations. 

2. By the Dark place, we are not to underſtand a 
place void of any Light at all, except this which is 
here ſaid to ſbine in it, but, as the Original (e) pro- (e) e wx-- 
perly imports, a Miſty or Foggy place. And this is the % 77% 

true ſtate of the Caſe before us. Other Significations 
of Chriſt's Power and Coming were given to Mankind, 
beſides the Word of Prophecy; but (till both. Thoſe and 
This were not a Light in a clear Skie, but dim and 
diſtant, intercepted by thick. Clouds and Shades, which 


lay 


8 
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T be Chriſtian Interpretation 
lay between the Figure and the Subſtance, the Predicti- 
on and the Event. | 47k | 
3 . A right notion of this Darkneſs will guide us to 
Juſt pprehenfions of the Day, and Day-ftar, ſaid here 
in proceſs of time to dawn and riſe in Mens Hearts. 
Which, being plainly a Metaphorical Expreſſion, hath 
been by ſome applyed to the increaſe of Knowledge, 
attained 'by being converted to, and thoroughly in- 
ſtructed in the Chriſtian Religion. But, in regard 

: St. Peter directs this Epiſtle to them that had alrea- 

(Cf) Chi. dy obtained () like precious Faith with himſelf z the 

Wer. 1. Day and Day-ftar are, by others, thought to regard a 

clearer and brighter degree of Light, which even Be- 
levers ſhould receive, by ſome notable Events hitherto 
unaccompliſhed, and by comparing theſe Events with 
thoſe Predictions, which ſhould then be fully explain- 
ed by them. Hence fome refer this to the perfection 
of Knowledge in a future ſtate, in compariſon where- 
of the moſt exalted degree that Mortals can aſpire to, 
— is but as Darkneſs; and others, to ſome more glori- 
Gus Demonſtrartons of the Power of Chriſt at his 
Second Advent, to be exhibited in the preſent World, 
but as yet ſtill to come. DF n VIE 
It is not worth our while perhaps to be over: curi- 
ous in determining the Words to any one of theſe Sig- 
nifications, excluſive of the reſt. This general Expli- 
cation ſufficing for the uſe I deſign to make of them in 
my preſent Argument: To which I now proceed. 
Ce) Serm. ir. It hath been formerly (g) obſerved, That the Chri- 
wag-1- Fans are charged by the Jews, with miſ-interpreting 
and mi{-applying the Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, 
by which they endeavour to prove, that Jeſus of Na- 
zareth Ts the'very Meſſias there foretold. This Obje- 
Qion I ſhall jay before you in its full Strength, * 


* — 
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then try to anſwer it in ſuch manner, and by uch Rea- 
ſons in our vindication, as the Text now under conſi- 
deration will preſently nn to es us wal 2971 5 
per Topicks for. 

That God deſign'd to ſend into the World an emi- 
nent Deliverer, deſcended from David and Solomon, the 
Peace and Proſperity of whoſe Reign ſhould far exceed 
all that went before him; in whou all the glorious. 
things foretold. by. the antient Prophets, ſhould receive 
their entire Completion; and Who ſhould be diſtin- 
guiſhed by the Cha rater of the Mejſias or Chriſt : 
This is an Article of Faith common e ces and 
all that are reputed Orthodox (% Jem. But; that Jes 9. Fid.” 

ws of Nazareth ſhould be eſteemd this Meſſves, and 7 Hoornbeck, L. i. 
that We ſhould preſume to ſupport that Allertion, by 85. * 
alledging the Prophecies of the Jewiſh Scriptures, as be-. e. 
longing to, and fulfilled in Him, is what (i) our 'Ad- -; 5 65 
verſaries will by no means allow; and that eſpecially, Serm. i. p. 13. 
4 the account of theſe following bende Incon-- 

encies. 


I. Becauſe the Prophecies, ( acknowledgedonboth Ck) Fud. al 
ſides to point out the Meſſzah, could not otherwiſe an- Sec: 
ſwer the End of inſpiring them, than by an accompliſh- gl. 1. 1. 2, 
ment ſo plain and ſenſible, as might ſufficiently diſtin- 16, 19. - 
guiſn the Perſon meant by them to be that Meſſiaß. 

But no ſuch Aecompliſhment, they contend; can 
fibly be diſcerned in Feſus, and conſequently he canmot 
poſlibly: be the Perſon meant by them. 

2. Becauſe feveral Predictions, which the Gre 

apply to Teſs," ate wreſted to a meaning which quite 
dels ) the Hiſtorical Senſe of Scripture, and breaks () R. Laa. 


the . of the Paſſages from henee they are 2 ; 3 


taken: Thus, many /Shreds and Yooſe Sentences are 28, 31, 36,45. 


cal d out for this Purpôſe, which do not 1 to L ii. c. a. 
have 


5 % " | 
F 
1 1 . , 
N — . —³¼ e % ũA t.. ˙eüi ZT) n 
. ¶—T— ˙ U ———————————— ͤPðĩ . k ⅛ •«ò'Ä. ²⅛ wͤNñ ü.. ˙eꝛ 6•ů_ũ̈˙ n ̃ — — 5 — — 
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ceived their proper and intended Completion, in ſome 
other Perſon, whom the Prophet, as is manifeſt from 
the general Scheme of his Book and Deſign, had then 

nearer, nay. had then only, in view. _ 
3. Becauſe, in their forced Applications of the Pro- 
hecies, the Chriſtiars, finding themſelves hard preſſed 
| | 2% the ſimple and natural Conſtruction, forſake the Li- 
Cm) Jud. ad teral, and take ſhelter in the Spiritual () and Myſtical 
owe os = _ Senſes; fiye to Hyperboles and ſtrain d Metaphors, and 
N-.iv. n. 1. thus expound the true importance of the Prophecies 
quite away. The intent whereof being to inſtruct Men 
mn ſo neceſſary a point of Faith, as that of the Meſ- 
| fas; tis reaſonable to think, they would be delivered 
in the moſt perſpicuous and intelligible Terms; ſince 
ambiguous Expreſſions would be too ſlippery a Founda- 
tion to build ſuch, a point of Faith upon: Of no uſe, or 
of worſe than none; Unable to teach the clear Truth, 
and apt to entangle Men in dangerous Errours, by lea- 
ving too great a Latitude for fanciful Interpretations, 


and introducing Darkneſs and Confuſion into the ve- 


ry Fundamentals of Religion. % dens: 

4. Becauſe, admitting, as indeed it never was or can 

be denied, that many Paſlages of Scripture, and of Pro- 
phetick Scripture more eſpecially, muſt be figuratively 

taken; yet we muſt always put a wide Difference, be- 

tween a Senſe not juſt as the Words in their firſt Signi- 
Cn) Jud. al fication import, and a Senſe () directly contrary to 


Limb. Script 


m. 2. I. n 2, What they import. And yet the Jews complain, that 


4,8, 11. Qu. this Latter. is the Senſe, which the Chriftiars labour to 
un n. . ochbtrude upon them. They ſay, that a Kingdom of this 
World and not of this World, Contempt and Adorati- 
en, Poverty and Majeſty, Perſecution and Peace, Sut- 
ferings and Triumphs, a Croſs and a Throne, the 155. 
nn eien | =. 


have any relation at all to the Meſſiab, but to have re- 


- % 


N Prophecies Daa 


tt.” ad en 4. 


Tow Death of a ptivate Man, and the. everlaſting'Do- 

minion of an Univerſal Monarch, muſt be. reco | 

and mean the ſelf-lame thirig, before the Prophecies we 
appeal to can do our any Service. . Granting the 
- Gaodnels:of God chin + — have been better than his 
word, by giving Spiritual Bleſſings i of Tempo- 
ral, yet what will bcceme of the Truth of God, if he 
act contrary to his Word, even when Fe is more for 
our Advantage; if he deceive his People by Expreſſi- 
ons, which, if they mean any thing, * 5 mean what 
the Jews underſtand by them? In ſhort, they \ affirm, 
that Providence could not liave taken more effectual 
care to juſtifie their Unbelief, than by ordering Matters 
ſo, clans the Life and Death! of our Bleſſed: Saviour 
ſhould be ſo exactly the very Reverſe of all thoſe Ideas, 
under which the Holy Ghoſt had conſtantly deſeribed, 


and the Synagogue expotint, the cen and ne 
m 


15 aer theſe Exc 3 by entring into a parti- 
cular conſideration of al, or but the Principal, of thoſe 
Prophecies applied to our Bleſſed Lord, were an Under- 
dertaking as much too large for the Bounds ſet to theſe 
Diſcourſes, as the Labours of many excellent Perſans, 


particularly thoſe of a Learned (o) Prelate of our own, . Biſhop 
have rendred it unneceſſary. After which nothing more l rs De. 


ſeems requiſite from Me, than to offer ſome general us. 
Confiderations, with regard to the /Natute; and uſe, | 
2 Interpretation of Prophecies, thoſe that concern 
272 more eſpecially. And therefore it ſhall be 
2 buſineſs upon this occaſion, to ſay ſomething to | 
— Four following Points. 

I. Firſt, From this Deſcription * the Mord of us 
78 that it is a Light ſhining in à ularł place, I ſhall 
aller ee . why. W 


EE 
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7 this Matter are ſo obſcure, and Hable to be Mil 


underſtood. 
II. Secondly, This Obſcurity notwitlhftuading I hope 


to prove, that the Prophecies of the Old Teſtament 


were an Inſtruction ſufficient for that Diſpenſation, and 
for the purpoſes God intended them to ſerve. Thus 


much 1 gather from St. Peter's intimation, that the 


place where this Light ſbined was not to be fully en- 


lightned, till the 7, nf of the Day, and the riſor 
the Day-ſtar in Mens Hearts. 7 5 


III. Thirdly „From the Exhortation to take Fe to this 
Light, fo qualified as I have ſaid, I ſhall make ſuch Re- 


marks upon the Grounds, that ſupport the Chriſtian In- 


terpretation of the Old Teſtament-Pro hecies concern- 
ing the Meſſias, as ſhew the vanity of the Jews Ob- 
ions againſt the manner of applying them to Jeſus 
in the New Teſtament.  _ 

IV. Laſtly, From that commendation of Prophecy, 


that it is 4 more ſure Mord, I ſhall ſet my ſelf to con- 
ider the true force of Arguments drawn from this 


Head, and how far the Proof of the nn n 


. does really depend upon them. 


1. FHirſt, I am to aſſign ſome Reaſons, 1 why many of 


RE 7 Prophecies, thoſe relating to the Meſſiaß in parti 


f 


(p) Maimon. 


2298 More Nevoch. 


cular; ſhould be 1o obſcure, and liable to be miſunder- 


Eb 48. 
Palin. _—_ 4 Speech ; lich as! 1 — a bo ors in Fon 


Tertull. als 

. 
Philo- 

= c. 1, 2 


Euſeb. Dem. 


Evang. L. vi. 
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Senſe, and are not, without diligent Attention, and 
© ſome previous Knowledge and Skill, to be rightly ap- 
prehended. Thete are: ſo many bold Metaphors, and 


0 Pp * Hyperbolical Expreſſions ſo many Allegories and 
| Parables, 


| Parables, ſuch an Air of Rapture, ſuch Flame and Fire 


throughout, ſo many N 7 to particular Places, and 
Things, and Uſages, of which theſe Books themſelves 
give but dark intimations; ſo many, and ſo ſudden, 


and, to Readers not very obſerving, ſo ſeemingly ab- 


rupt Tranſitions (4) from one Subject to another ; C9) Origen. 


ſo frequent Changes of the Perſons ſpoken of or to 307 


that it is not at all to be wondered at, if the Interpre- 


ters of Scripture have fallen into greater variety of 


Opinions, concerning theſe Parts of it, than any other. 
In ſome caſes indeed the Figures are ſo obvious and 
neceſſary, that one cannot but ſee, to adhere obſtinate- 
ly to the ſimple meaning of the Words, is manifeſtly 
to depart from the Mind of the Author. But in Others 
it may admit of ſome Diſpute, whether the Literal or 
Figurative Signification ought to be preferr d; where 
both may be reaſonable, both true, both convenient 
enough, and agreeable to the Principles of found Faith. 
Thus alſo for Similitudes and Parables ; in ſome, almoſt 


every (7) Circumſtance is fignificant ; in others, the (r ) Alamo. 
greater part ſerve only for Ornament and Elegance, and fat. Fr 
the main drift and ſubſtance of the Whole is the only* * 


thing that will bear any Weight: And even This too 


may well admit of divers Applications; and, though 
intended principally, if not altogether, of One, yet 
would fit ſeveral Subjects, without any Violence at all 


done to the Text. Sometimes (7) the Prophet ſpeaks C. Ia. vii. 
of Events near at hand, then a ſtrong impulſe of the Ho- . 


ly Spirit carries him up on high, to others far more di- 
ſtant, and noble; and afterwards, without any warning 
to the Reader, he is brought back and ſet down again 


at that nearer and meaner, which bore ſome Congrui- NS 


ty to, and miniſtred occaſion for the mention of that 


other more remote and ſublime. Sometimes the Party 
e ſpoken 


7 i . . 1 e Dee 


5 fſpqken of, Ff, is mentioned under his own pro- 

. I. ere N Charader , and ſometimes under the 
apts bw 50g =o, Name or Character (7) of Another, whO was 
iii. 5. Malach. i. 3. com- a Type of, and bore ſome eminent Reſem- 
| OE 14 wie, plane t him. Andi in like manner, whole 
£ Countries, and Kingdems, and Societies of 

© deb are FA to ſignifie,” not thoſe Places, and Perſons, 


and Powers, only, but with intention to 
(Cu) 3 Rix, 18 bag Hh 


SS _dengte (2) Others in After - ages, like them 

Lan, Cc. Probet. Wen, im the {ame Sins or Circumſtances. Laſtiy, 

Chriſti. Ii. vii, i. Ses the Prophet ſpeaks ſometimes in his own, 

0 Þþ Don PE. el. ſometimes in God's: Name, at others in that 

18, 21. Fal bk, | 25 "of Thank Peels — Gage e of 

cviti, CXXXVIL, e COUECTIVELY,, as ot one fingle Perſon. 

| — 7 — 5 WI e Io theſe Obſervations of Prophecies in 

general we may add others that concern 

thofe of the Melſiab and his Days in particular: Among 

which theſe that follow deſerve our very careful Con- 
lideration,,  - 

T. Hirſt, The Convenience of Parables and Allegories 

- to convey bold and neceſſary Truths, whither open Re- 

me. would never gain Admittance. This, as:it re- 

ded the ufe of them to the Wiſdom of the An- 

Rag thoſe of the Eaſt eſpecially, fo did it, I make no 

doubt, move the Holy Ghoſt: to deliver himſelf after 

the ſame manner. Our Lord, tis plain, foretold the De- 

ſtruction of the City and Temple, and the woful Cala- 

mities to come. upon the Jewiſh Nation in direct terms, 

(») Matth. () only to his Diſciples and in private: But when his 

me”. Audience was mixed, or made up of-ill-difpoſed Minds, 

theſe things were generally inſinuated by a Vineyard 

e Matth. (x). let out to wicked Husband-men, By a City of Mur- 

cha, 5 e ) burnt up, and the Inhabitants ſlain for re- 

; ings Invitations. to a Marriage - Feaſt with _ 

an 


"of Prop ier "indicated. alt þ 
and barbarous Rage; By a King puniſhing ( 25 unpro- 7 7) Luke 
fitable Servants, and commanding thoſe Rebels to 5 ben Fes 
flain, who would nothave that Man to reign over them; a 
And by other ſueh awakening, but withal ſuch i 2 
ferrſrve Alluſions ; that we ar lis Enemies, though 

molt induſtrious * do it, and ſenſible theſe things were 

aim d at (4) Them, could lay no hold of his Words, that C) uh. 
would juſtiffe an open Refentment. Now the prophets WI 45, 46. 
had to deal with the ſame Difpofitions , and had equal 4 U. 
obligations to the fame Methods. The Calling of the * 

Gentiles, and laying thoſe Privileges open and in com- 

mon, whieh had for ſo many Ages been the Incloſure. 

of Ijraeb after the Fleſh, were Tidings always unwelcom 

to an envious and haughty People. And They, whoſe 
Indignation flew fo heb, as to impriſon and murther 

their Prophets, and not ſo much as give that Meflage - 

the hearing, which denounced a Seventy-Years Captivi- 

ty only, would in all likelihood have ſet no bousads to 

their Fury, had the Miſeries and Reproach of this long . 

and laſt Diſperſion been delivered in as per 

Terms. Fhe | Whip too, who were to be: made Inſtru- 

ments of a Vengeance unparallelłd, and even monſtrous 

for a Nation profefling ſo mueh Humanity, are thought 

to (H)) have been covertly pointed at, under the borrows (5) EH. 
ed Names of other Empires and perſeeuting Powers ; I 
that fo the Church of God might meet with better Eik. $i 
quarter, when the Oracles of thoſe Scriptures, on which 

it was built, gave no publick Offence to the State, at 
whoſe mercy it in ſo great a meaſute lay. And the Re- 
preſentations of the Jewiſh Obſtinacy and Overthrow, 

and of the Gentiles Happineſs, have likewiſe been belie- 

ved induſtriouſly Dark; that plainer Dealing might not 
provoke thoſe Men to outragious and def e Wicked- 


weld who, e recorded in Serip- (% Kings | 


f Serip- fi. Jerem. 
tures, wi. 
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tures, appear content thoſe Scriptures ſhould periſh, nay 
would have deſtroyed them with their own Hands, ra- 

ther than ſuffer the Monuments of their Shame to u 

braid them in future Ages. So that if this Reaſon bear 
| the Weight, which ſome of great Name have laid up- 
) Chypt.- on (d) it, the Obſcurity of the Prophecies is ſo far 

Tom 6-07, from a prejudice to Chriſtianity, that this very Thin 
Sl, - hath preſerved the great Evidences of it; and, had thoſe 
Euiſeb. Dem. Prophecies been more perſpicuous, it had endangered 
unt. p. 201: their having long ago not been at all. 

2. Secondly, The very Nature of the Events foretold 
would bring the Predictions concerning the Meſſzah un- 
der a neceſſity of being involved in great variety of Fi- 
| ures, rather than any other Predictions whatſoever. He 
(e) Deut. is repreſented as a (e) Prophet far above the reſt, both 
WL 25; Oc: for the Perfection and Succeſs of his Doctrine, and the 
<a pang Jan ſtupendous Teſtimony his Miracles ſhould bear to it: As 
vi. 14. vii. 40. A Prieſt, (F) not like thoſe of the Aaronical Succeſſion, 
(17/434 who made Atonement for the People by offering other 

Creatures daily; but one of another Order, poſſeſs d of 
an everlaſting Prieſthood, and expiating the Sins of a 
| whole World by the Sacrifice of his own Body offered 
(e). Paal. ii. UP once for all: Once more he is deſcribed to be a (g) 
ox, Ia. h. King, peaceful and glorious, triumphant «over his Enc- 
6, 7. zi, i, mies, and rejoicing in the Proſperity of his own Peo- 

2 ll. dern ple ʒ veſted in a Kingdom different from all others, in that 
X. Ezeh, it is Spiritual and Eternal; a Dominion over the Souls 
xxxiv, xxxvii· as well as the Bodies and Fortunes of his Subjects; and 
Zach. ix, Ge. 4 Government of whoſe Stability and Increaſe there 
hall be no End. So that in each of theſe Capacities e- 
very thing was extraordinary ; All ſo Noble, as to call 
for the moſt towring Flights even of inſpired Eloquence, 

to deſcribe things worthily : Some ſo remote from Senſe 
and common Appearances, that there was a neceſſity of 
OS Fa borrowed 
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borrowed Reſemblances to give us any Idea of them at 
all. Thus what in other Authors was the effect of Art, 
and Choice, and Affectation, to repreſent their Subject 

with Pomp and Magnificence above the Life ; was in the 
Prophets ſtrictly due to the Matter treated of. Which, 
after all their loftieſt Raptures, was not exalted or adorn- 
ed, ſo much as ſuited and brought down to Our Capa- 
cities. The Excellencies and glorious Benefits of the Me. 
fiah and his Coming are much too big for Words; Theſe 
cannot ſhew them in their juſt Proportions ;; and there- 


fore, They who were ſent to reveal them ſpake, as He 


himſelf did to the Multitudes when upon Earth, in Para- 
bles, as Men were able + to hear and to receive them. 

3. Thirdly,” Another Cauſe of the Obſcurity of thoſe 
Prophecies, which particularly concern the Meſſiah, may 
be aſcribed to thoſe different Offices, under which, I ſaid 
juſt now, he is there repreſented, and to the promiſcuous. 
mention of his Firſt and Second Coming. This is what 
deſerves our very heedful Conſideration, and therefore I 
ſhall endeavour to ſet it in its true Light. It is very e- 
vident, and very neceflary to be obſerved, That the Meſ- 
ſas is foretold in the quality of a Prophet, and a Prieſt, 
as well as in that of a King. Tis true indeed, The Pre- 
ditions, which refer to his Royal Authority and the 
glorious Effects of This, are more in number, and enlar- 
ged upon more copiouſly, thanęither of the Other. And 
there was reaſon why they ſhould be ſo; As upon other 
Accounts, fo becauſe This. was the nobleſt part of his 
Character, the Crown of the Two former, the Laſt and 


f Mark iv. 34. 


moſt durable, in which They were to center, and be, if I 
may ſo ſay, ſwallowed up. Yet, not ſo ſwallowed up, 


but that the Prophetick and Prieſtly are as. eſſential. to 
him, and equally. deſerve our Attention. Had any One 
of theſe been-wanting, the Scheme of Man's Redemption 
bad been broken and imperfect. And though we cauld. 

| {ſuppoſe 
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ſuppoſe a King in all points anſwerable to this Idea of 
Chriſt in the Old Teſtament , yet it is ſure, that Perſon 
could not be the Chriſt, unleſs he were a Prieſt and Pro- 
phet too. And no leſs certain is it, that theſe Three Of- 
tices require Operations diſtinct and peculiar to Each; Not 
only ſo, but ſuch Operations, as are not in the nature of 
the thing ſo much as poſſible to be equally exerciſed, at 
One and the ſame time, by One and the ſame Perſon. 
The Prophets buſineſs was to teach his People: And, 
ſince this Great Prophet's deſign was to raiſe Mens At- 
fections and Deſires, by the cleareſt Revelations and moſt 
aſſured Hopes of Happineſs in a future and as yet un- 
'- +«cen'ſtate; to ſupport them under Afflictions and Perſe- 
cutions ; to work them up to a generous. Contempt of 
the World, and juſtifie the Providence of God in the Sut- 
-ferings and Troubles of Good Men, for whom he hath 
an ineſtimable Recompence in reſerve : It was not only 
requiſite in Reaſon, but egreeable to the Method God 
had all along taken with the Jews, that ſuch a Preachers 
Example ſhould bear Teſtimony to his Doctrine. Now 
(b) 4s vii. St. Stephen's Queſtion, Which ( of the Prophets have not 
PS your Fathers perſecuted £ was ſo far from receiving an 
| Anſwer in the Negative, that Indignities, and Reproach, 
and the moſtinjurious Barbarity, ſeem to have been, not 
only the portion of them All, but as it were a mark of 
their Miſſion, and inſeparable Ingredient in their publick 
Character. Thus the Poverty, the Ignominy, the unjuſt 
© . Perſecution of Jeſus were typified in thoſe Preachers of 
Righteouſneſs who went before him. And asthe Excel- 
lence of his Doctrine above Theirs was confeſſed, by 
(i) Job. vi. them who acknowledged that ever (i) Man ſpake like 
48 his Man, fo the Enforcement of his Example was here- 
in ſuperiour to Theirs alſo, that mever ary Sorrow was 
dike unto His Sorrow. e . 2-06 
The Preefily Office was chiefly exerciſed in making In- 
: terceſfion 
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interceſſion for the People, by the attonement of Bloody 
Sacrifices: And therefore He, who was ordained to ſan- 

Cifie the People by the Sacrifice of his o'yn Blood, muſt of 

neceſſity die: And in this Action and the virtue of it, the 
Meſſiab s Sacerdotal Office is moſt eminently perform d. 

But now the Solemn Adminiſtration of his Kingly could 

not ſucceed, till the Two former were diſcharged ; Becauſe, 

inthe Predictions of the Meſſzah, That is expreſly mention- 

ed as a Reward of his Fidelity and Sufferings. The Twer- 

ty Second Palm, the Fifty Third of Iſaiah, and ſome other 
Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, ſpeak this fo plain, that 

St. Baut does in effect but expound thoſe Paſſages, when - 
telling the Hebrews, that Jeſus ( for the Suffering of Death ( Heb. ii. 
was crowned with Glory and Honour; and the Philippians, ©” © 3 
D that becauſe Chriſt Jeſus emptied mae, and took upom CI) Phil, ii. 
hint the form of a Servant, and became obedient unto Death, 7,0 I. 
even the Death of the Croſs, therefore God hath highly exalted 

him, and given him a Name which is above every Name : That 

at the Name of Jeſus every knee ſhould bow, of things in Hea- 

ven, and things in Earth, and things under the Earth And 

that every Tongue ſhould confeſs, the Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, to 

the glory of God the Father. 5 
This Order and Succeſſion of his Offices our Lord's A- 

poſtles ſeem to have been aware of; As we may gather not : 

only from the explication of the Prophecies by . Jelus him- t Luke al. 
ſelf, and from thoſe Words of St. Peter, where he ſays, the *925454% . | 
Prophets teſtiſted (n) beforehand the Sufferings of Chriſt, (m) 1 per.: 

and the Glory that ſhould follow; But in general, from their 
Behaviour in thoſe Contentions about Precedence in his 
Kingdom, which are conſtantly taken notice of, as imme- 3 
diately following upon () the intimations they received (n) Matth. wx. 
of the approach of his Death and Reſurrection. The great W 
Errour they appear to have laboured under in this Point, &c. Luke ix. 
was an Imagination, that his Kingdom ſhould not only . 24. 
commence, but be eſtabliſhed in (o) full Power and Luſtre, () Luke xxiv. 

cs C immediate- 21. i. 6. 
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: immediately after his riſing from the Dead. W hereas indeed, 
| both the Reaſon of the Thing, and the Scriptures themſelves, 
| | miniſter ſeveral undeniable Arguments to the Contrary. 
| The Chriſt, as hath been faid, performed his Prophetick 
Office, by teaching and confirming a moſt Perfect Doctrine; 
=. | His Prieſtly, by offering tor the Sins of Men that Blood, 
| which thoſe wicked Hands ſhed, by whom this Juſt one 
was crucified and ſlain: But the Kingly is exerted in Go- 
| vernment, Diſtribution of Juſtice, and the Judgment both 
of Quick and Dead, in ſubduing and avenging himſelf up- 
on the Rebellious, and in rewarding his Faithful Subjects 
and Servants. Now, is it not obvious even to Common 
Senſe, that a Day of Tryal muſt go before the Day of 
Recompence? Ought not a competent ſpace of Time be 
allowed for the Goſpel to prove its own Truth and the 
Predictions of its Author, by its marvellous Growth and 
Succeſs? Could theſe be proved, unleſs the common Ene- 
my had leiſure and opportunities ſufficient for making ma- 
ny, but ſtill vain, Attempts againſt it? Again, Ought not 
that Murtherous Race, which killed #h:s Lord of Life and 
Glory, convince the World of the heinouſneſs of their Sin, 
by a Puniſhment as unparallell d as the Crime for which 
C it was inflicted ? And could this Puniſkiment be ſo Exem- 
plary, if long Continuance did not add to the Severity of 
it? In ſhort, Is it not reaſonable, that Providence ſhould 
proceed regularly and gradually, by bringing about varie- 
ty of lo Events that contribute greatly to the honour 
of God and his Saints; by not making haſte in a Matter 
final and of the laſt importance, but ſtaying till all Methods 
have been tryed, and the World is ripe for Judgment? 
(2)A8si, Although therefore Chriſt be indeed exalted, to be a 91 ) 
(3) ranch, Prince and 4 Saviour, though. he have all power (9) in Hea- 
Ain. 18. ven and in Earth already veſted in the Human Nature uni- 
tdted to his own Divine Perſon, and be at preſent Lord of all, 
and of his Church in a more peculiar manner; Yet is _ 
e | | bar 
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that Power fo viſibly and fully executed as it ſhall one 
day be: Nor all thoſe glorious Effects as yet accompliſh- 
ed; which the Prophets foretold, when deſcribing the vi- 
ctorious and peaceful, the unlimited and everlaſting Do- 
minion of the Meſſzah. The enlightning of the Gentiles 
(for inſtance ) was in part fulfilled by his Firſt Coming, 
when ſo many Nations were happily brought over from 
their dumb Idols to ſerve the living God, and called out of 
Darkneſs into his marvellous Light; but this Prediction 
hath a yet nobler Completion in reſerve, when all the Ful. 
neſs of the Gentiles ſhall come in to his Second. He actu. 
ally reigns in the Hearts of Men even now, and by his 
Grace ſubdues the Enemies of Souls; but this Empire is 
not ſo abſolute, as it ſhall be, when every Enemy is utterly - 
deſtroyed. And theſe are ſuch Effects, as cotild not in rea- 


— 


— 


ſurrection; becauſe ſas par which mention him 
in the Quality of a judge, an 


(Y hath put the Times and Seaſons wholly in his own Power, (r) Ad. i.. 


. 


yet thus much he hath plainly fignified, that ſuch Accom- 


C2 repreſents | 
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4 Luke repreſents t 7 e 2 * into 4 far 8 
e FD the Meſſiah as one () g far Countrey, to 
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xv. 1. eceraeto himſelf a Kingdom, and returning but not till after a 


long time, to reckon with his Servants : By the Marks, and 

memorable Events, which St. Paul's Second Epiſtle to the 

Theſſalonians lays down as neceſlary Preliminaries to it : 

By the manner of St. Peter's arguing in the Third of this 

Epiſtle, againſt thoſe Objections, which the delay of it 

Had raiſed, and thereby looſened ſome in their Principles; 

(») Rev. vi. By many Paſlages in (w) St. John, eonformable to the Ideas 

2 * and Language of the antient Prophets, and relating to the 

comp. Dan. vii. Church's Perſecutions, and Antichriſts Kingdom; and by 

$, Oc. h-. Others, too many and too long to be now inſiſted on par- 

11. Dan. vii. | FE 

Ch. xvii. Ila. ticularlix. 5 5 

xiv. xxxi- In ſhort, To go no farther than this very Paragraph of 

xxix, Sc. Which my Text makes a part; The Apoſtle here affirms, 

that Power and Coming of Jeſus Chriſt mentioned at the 16th 

Verſe, to be no cunningly deviſed Fable. Could this with a- 

ny propriety of Arguing, be ſaid of Chriſt's Firſt Coming? 


— 


Could it be ſaid to Men, who had already obtained like 


(x) ver. i. (x) precious Faith with their Teacher, that is, who were 


ſufficiently convinced of the Truth of that Firſt Coming ? 
Muſt not this then mean another Coming, which, having 
not yet ſeen, they were not yet ſo aſſuredly perſuaded 
of? Would the accountwof Chriſt's Transfiguration be a 
proper Medium to prove that Coming already paſt, of 
which it was but One, nay, one of the Laſt, out of very 
many inſtances ? . But of his Second it was a moſt perti- 
nent one, becauſe an Emblem of his future Glory, a pow- 
erful Remedy againſt the Scandal of the Croſs, a Preſage 
of his judging both the Quick and Dead, by the appear- 
ance of Moſes and Elias; The Former, a Repreſentative of 
BP thoſe already deceaſed”; The Latter, 'of Them who ſhall 
(5)1 Gr.. be (5) found alive, changed, and caught up into the Clouds 
x7, 1Thell. at this Coming. And when: to this Prophetick Viſion of 
the Thing, Men had the concurrent Teſtimony of antient 
e | Predictions. 
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Predictions, the Authority whereof they acknowledged to 7 


be Divine; When Theſe expreſly ſpoke what That prefi- 
gured; All This was eſteemed an Argument ſufficient to 
eſtabliſh them in the aſſured expeCtation of that future 
Glory of Chriſt, which ſome who ſaw not yet in all its 
Splendor, might be apt to entertain a Doubt, whether it 
would ever be at all. ; 

To Sum up this Particular. The promiſcuous Mention 
of the ſeveral Offices and Characters of the Meſſzah, in ſun- 
dry, nay ſometimes in the very ſame Prophecies of the 
Old Teſtament, is an Obſcurity, which, one may reaſona- 
bly think, would miniſter occaſion to Two great Errours, 
upon the removing whereof the main of this Controverſie 
between Jews and Chriſtians ſeems to turn. The Firſt is, 
that They indulging their carnal Notions and Hopes of 
Worldly Proſperity, have ſet their Hearts ſo much upon 
the Meſſiah s Royal Character, as almoſt wholly to over- 
look the Prieſtly and Prophetical. The Other, That, not 
obſerving duly the Order and proper Periods of theſe Cha- 
racers being each in its courſe more eminently exerciſed, 


they require unſeaſonable Demonſtrations of Jeſu being 


the Chriſt. Had the Former of theſe Points been well at- 
tended to, they would have ſeen no caufe for the Fable of 
a twofold Meſſzah, to reconcile the Prophecies of a ſuffer- 
ing one by an imaginary Son of Joſeph, with the Ideas of 
a triumphant one in a real Son of Judah : Since both theſe 
Characters are very compatible to one and the ſame Per- 
ſon, though not to Him at one and the ſame Time. Had 
they diſtinguiſh d juſtly upon the Latter, they would have 
felt the Force, and diſcerned the fitneſs of the Apoſtle's 
Arguments : Who, when they make proof of our Lord's 
fully anſwering the Propherick Character in his Teaching, 
Predictions, and Miracles; and the Sacerdotal in his Death 
and Interceſſion; coatenting themſelves in the mean while 
with proving his Entrance and Inauguration into — 

5 gal, 
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gal, by his Reſurrection, Aſcent into Heaven, and Miſſion 


of the Holy Ghoſt; and declaring that this Kingdom of His 
was to have, though a wondertul, yet a gradual Increaſe, 
do certainly produce ſuch Evidence, as all who were ac- 


quainted with the Prophecies, and conſidered them toge- 


2) Rom. i. 
4. 


ther, ought to be concluded by. To cavil at the Regal 
Office of Chriſt not being then in as conſpicuous a manner 


exerciſed, as were the other Two, at his Firſt Coming : 


nor all the Predictions relating hereunto then as diſtin&- 
ly and punctually fulfilled ; is to miſunderſtand the Pro- 
phets, to diſturb the Order of Things, ro complain that 
they are not out of time, to confound thoſe two Advents, 
which both Reaſon and Scripture have taught us to di- 
ſtinguiſh. In a word, Upon theſe Grounds, No meanneſs of 
our Lord's Appearance upon Earth continues an Objection 
of any Weight or Value; becauſe the full Completion of 
the Prophecies in what 1s paſt, and the Beginnings and 
Progreſs of his Kingdom, were an abundant Perſuaſive to 
the ſtedfaſt Belief and Hope of all that was ſtill behind. 
When all is done already, that was fit to be already done; 


All that could conſiſt with the Scheme laid by the Pro- 


phets themſelves: Why ſhould not this fatisfie us, that 
all the reſt will as certainly be done, which as yet is, nay, 


which (if we will make the Prophets conſiſtent through- 
out,) could not but be ſtill to come? For ſure, how mean- 


ly ſoever they that conſider things imperfectly, may think 
of a deſpiſed and crucified Man; yet there is nothing ſo 
gloriouſly-great, which may not be moſt reaſonably ex- 
pected even from that very Man, when declared (⁊) to be 
the Son of God with Power, according to the Spirit of Holineſs, 
by the Neſurrection from the Dead. But ſtill the Son of God 
he was, before his Reſurrection declared him ſuch, and 
greatly to the Obſeurity of theſe Prophecies; | 
4 The very wide Extremes, I mean, and different Fi- 
: gures, 


this puts me in mind of another thing, which might add 
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gures, in which we find the Meſſiab drawn upon this ac- 
count. For, What can be more diſtant, than to be ſtyled, 
ſometimes, a (a) Servant, a Leper, one deſpiſed (b) and re- Cu) Iſi. ali. 
jecked, ſmitten and aſflicted, of no form or comelineſo, the ſcorn (0 li. 

of Men, the out-caſt of the (e) People, a Worm and no Man, Ce) pg. ai. 

a prey to his Enemies, and cut off from the Land of (d) the . 
Living: At Other times, (e) fairer than the Children F oy — 
Men, the Lord ſitting on the right Hand (Ff) of God, the (e) Pal. xy, 
God whoſe Throne is for (g) ever and ever, the Lord whoſe © Pra. cx. 
Name alone is excellent in all (h) the World, who laid the Match. xxii. 
Foundation of the Earth (i), and the Heavens are the work 42, 44. Heb. 
of his Hands, who ſhall endure though they periſh, ſhall fold rl. Ale. | 
them up as a Veſture, and they ſhall be changed, but for him- C. Heb. i. 8. 
ſelf, He is always the ſame, and his Years ſhall not fail. Now, 2238 ware pl 
tho the Laſt Particular well conſidered would do much to- 15. Heb. ii. 7. 
ward clearing the Difficulties of This, yet is there One re- (OH. 
markable Difference between them; that the Divinity, I 16, 12. 
mean, of the Meſſzah, was all along, not only preſent with, 

but eminently to be ſeen even in his loweſt, moſt deſpiſed, 

and moſt afflicted Condition. This wrought his (4) Mira- (4 ) Joh. xiv. 
cles, and gave others Ability (7) to work them in His Name, 10, 11. 

even before the exaltation of his Human Nature to King- rg 2 

ly Power and the right Hand of God; This dre out the = 

immenſe Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge, which 

lay hid under the Veil of a mean Figure, during the more 

folemn Exerciſe of his Prophetick Othce: "Twas this gave 

Efficacy to his Sacrifice, and made that Blood alone capa- 

ble of purging Conſciences, becauſe our High Prieſt of- 

tered it to God (in) through the Eternal Spirit This, gn. ) Heb, ix... 
Laſtly, that eſtabliſhed his Throne in Righteouſneſs, and in- 13, 14. 

veſted the God-Man in a Kingdom of which there ſhall be. 

20 end, Tn the mean while, theſe almoſt contradictory 

Characters of One and the ſame Perſon, and both, in diffe- 

rent reſpects, belonging to him at One and the ſame time 

| too, during his abode here upon Earth, may well * 2 

0 Wed. 
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lowed to create ſome Confuſion, in Men who are nottare- 
ful to diſtinguiſh, and apply, and compare the Circum- 
ſtances of the Meſſzah, and the Prophecies foretelling him, 
juſtly together. Inſtead therefore of making any Doubt, 
whether I have not aſſigned ſufficient Reaſons for the Ob- 
Teurity of Antient Prophecies upon this Head; there ma 
be rather ground to fear, that the Light which ſhined in 
ſo dark a place ſo very dimly, ſhined to very little purpoſe: 
Which that we may not however ſuſpect, I ſhall now en- 
deavour to fatisfie you, according to my Second General 
propoſed. 3 "og 
II. That, All theſe Reaſoris of Obſcurity notwithſtand- 
ing, the Old-Teſtament Prophecies were a competent In- 
ſtruction for that Diſpenſation, and did very well anſwer 
the Ends God deſigned them for. Thus much I gather 
from the intimation in my Text, that this place where the 
Light of Prophecy ſhone, was ſtill 4ark, and would con- 
tinue fo to a certain Period; that is, till the dawning of 
the Day, and the ariſing of the Day-flar in the Hearts of 
Believers. | | 
In order hereunto we muſt enquire, Fiſt, What End 
Prophecies were given for; And Then, Whether the 
Prophecies concerning the Meſſzah in particular were du- 
ly qualified to compaſs that End. . 
I. Now the End of Prophecies was manifeſtly this: 
To give Men notice of ſome important Events, as yet in 
the Counſel of God only, and to exerciſe their Faith by 
the expectation and belief of the Things thus notified to 
them at a diſtance. But this Uſe implies Two Qualifica- 
tions in ſuch Notices. - 
_ Firſt, That they be not in every Point clear and di- 
ſtinct; for then they would be no longer Predictions but 
| Hiſtorical Narrations, no longer an Exerciſe of Faith, but 
CHa be an Object of Sight. St. Jerom therefore hath truly obſer- 
V peel. Ved, (n) that it is of the very Nature of Prophecy to 
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be obſcure; It being with the Eye of the Mind as with that 
of the Body, which, even when there is no other Obſtru- 


&ion, finds it ſelf unable to diſeern things remote in all 


their Parts and juſt Proportions. But that is not all in the 
caſe before us. For, the deſign of theſe Predictions was 
to excite Men's Attention, to employ their Induſtry, to let 
them into Views of Things afar off, to render thoſe Views 
more diſtinct as the things themſelves approached nearer, 
and, even when they were actually preſent, to be an Evi- 
dence, Of 1 to perſuade the Careful and Conſi- 
derate, but not to affect the Negligent, or to compel the Ob- 
ſtinate. An Evidence, which muſt work not upon the Sen- 
ſes only, but upon the Underſtanding alſo; and yet can- 
not work upon the Underſtanding neither, without the 
Concurrence of the Will; Which muſt be heeded well in 
order to be ſeen, and requires what we find emphatically 
ſtyled the Obedience of Faith, in order either to embrace 
what we ſee afar off, or to be convinced by what is at 
hand and in actual poſſeſſion. | | 
Secondly, As Prophecy implies a degree of Darkneſs, 
which may diſtinguiſh it from clear Perception, ſo does it 
likewiſe imply ſo much of Light, as may upon due atten- 
tion guide Men to the Perſon or Thing propheſied of. 
And this reſults from a Congruity between the Prediction 
and Event. For, Events are the proper and the only ex- 


planations of Prophecies, the Marks (p) by which God () Deut. 
directed his People to try the Spirits of the Prophets. And ** wa. 


therefore the Application of no Prediction is of any force, 
which cannot be ſhewed truly to belong to and be accom- 
pliſhed in the Object we apply it to. If then we would 
affirm the Prophecies of the Meſſiah to anſwer the necefli- 


ties of the Ages in which they were delivered, we muſt at 


the ſame time affirm, that they were ſo contrived as to be 


his Coming, and reaſonable grounds of ſuch a Faith as God 
| D required 


Tufficient Notes of diſtinction to know the Meſſzaþ by at 


= . — — 


r 


* „ 9 
2 5 


The Chriſtian Interpretation 


( q )See Raim. 
Mart. Pugio. 
Lid. P. ii. C. v. 
n. xii. P. iii. 


itt. Ri. C. ili. 


n. 14. 


| Cr.) Luke i. 
' 69,70, 


required from Them who lived under. theſe Revelations 


betore his Coming. And thus much I think, will be pro- 
ved by the following Conſiderations. 


I. From the maniteſt abſurdity of the Contrary Suppo- 


fition. Chriſtians affirm and Jews () acknowledge, that 
the great deſign of Prophecy was to acquaint the World 
with the Meſſzah, and that whatever particular occaſion. 
God ſent his Meſſengers upon, this was conſtantly one part. 


of their Errand. Zacharias declared not his own private, 


but the unanimous ſenſe of the then Churchof God, when 
he mentions the Horn of Salvation raiſed up in the Houſe of 
David, as a thing which God had ſpoken by the Mouth of his 
(HY holy Prophets, which had been ſence the World began. And 


can we think theſe Teſtimonies were multiplied to no man- 


ner of purpoſe? Did the ſo much more than ordinary So- 
lemnity upon this occalion, mock Men with unintelligible 
Words, and leave them as much in the dark as it found 
them? Why were they warn d of the Meſſiab, but to ſup- 
port themſelves with the joyful Proſpect, and to prepare 
for his Reception? And what could produce either of 
theſe Effects, leſs than ſuch Marks peculiar to that Object 
of their Hope and Reverence, as might be an infallible 
Criterion of the Meſfzah, and ſatisfie them when they were 
poſſeſs d of the Bleſſing they were ſo long before com- 
manded to expect? The only Queſtion is, Whether the. 
Apoſtles applyed thoſe Marks to the right Perſon ;- And if 
the Days of Jeſxs were (as St. Peter affirms,) the Days which 


- Sw - 


iii. all the Prophets (s) as many as had ſpoken, foretold F; And | 


1n bar to that it is alledged, that They ſupported their 
Aſſertion with dark and wreſted Scriptures. But, that this 
is urged without ground too, appears & 

2. From the Reaſons already ſaid, to render the Pro- 
phecies concerning the Meſſzas obſcure, which are none of 


them ſuch as hinder their Effect, by leaving Men at alo!s* 


whom to apply them to. | 
mY * 5s "The 


N 
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The Parables and other Schemes of Speech familiar to 
theſe Writings, could not do it upon many accounts, be- 
cauſe theſe are Difficulties common in great part to Other 
Prophecies, whoſe Application is not ſo diſputed; Becauſe 
the Jews were all along well aware of a nobler and myſti- 
cal Senſe couched under thoſe Figures, and their Learned 
Men in all Ages have made it their ſtudy to open and illu- 
ſtrate the Myſteries contained there, by Expoſitions, eſteem- 
ed by ſome little (r) if at all leſs Authentick, than the 
Scriptures themſelves ; Becauſe the Synagogue hath con- 
{tantly agreed in the expectation of a Meſſiab, upon the 
Credit and Authority of certain Paſſages in the Old Te- 
ſtament, which have ever been allowed to relate to Him, 
and upon. which they pretend to have formed their Ideas 
of him; and, Laſtly, Becauſe, though this be the Condi- 
tion of a great part, yet 1s it not of all thoſe Prophecies ; 
for fome 6 that in the Ninth of Daniel for inſtance) are 
fo expreſs even in the moſt Litteral Senſe of the Words, as 


t) Haim. 
More. Nev. 
P. . . „ 


ta be ſubject to no ambiguity in the Terms, to leave no 


ſubterfuge for them who deny, that the Meſſiah ſhould be 
cut off, from any | og difficulty in the Interpretation. 
The Time indeed may, and we know it hath, bred great 
Diſputes, but the Thing it ſelf could not have been more 
clearly ſignified, nor the Ends of his Death more fully ex- 
N ep | 5 
f The different Capacities, in which he is repreſented, if 
ſeverally attended to, and compared fairly, as they ought to 
be, would be far from any hindrance, a help rather and an 
unerring rule to diſtinguiſh him by. Tis poſſible indeed, in 
the Conſideration of fingle Prophecies, to find ſome other 
Perſon or Event, to which each of theſe might be adapted 
without great violence to the Text; But, though there 


want not ſeveral of theſe, which, even when taken/apart, 


are true of the Meſſiab Only ;, yet the right way of conung 


to the Knowledge of him ĩs not by ſeparate and particular 
| 33 — 
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8 Paſſages, but by the connexion of the whole, the exact 


toineldence and entire! agreement of all the Prophecics 
concerning bim laid together. This ſhews how much 


Is the Hundred and tenth 
m to Eliezer Abraham's 

Steward, to Abraham himſelf, 

to Hezebiah, the latter a Hing 


700 but uo Prieſt, the two former 


neither the one nor the other. 

So Ia. liit. to Ferem, or the 

_ of the Jews; ixth of 
. and vth of Micah to 


Zerubb ; „ Ge. 'Y | 2 


farting Jeſus 


the latter Jews have erred in applying ſome 
Predictions of the Meſſzah to * Perſons, 
whoſe Circumſtances are plainly inconſiſtent 
with the Chatacters elſewhere given of him. 
And this variety of Marks was a very wiſe and 
merciful Proviſion in a matter of ſuch migh 


moment; for thus one part would either pre- 


vent or detect a Miſtake in another. This is 
what we infiſt upon with triumph, when aſ- 
to be the Meſſiab, that He and no other Per- 


don anſwered thoſe different Characters, and could have 
all the Predictions allowed to denote the Meſſzah, truly 
affirmed of Him, whether in the fimple, or figurative, or 
any fort of lawful Conſtruttion whatloever. 
3. This Light of Prophecy, though ſhining in a place but 


Ae, wil 
© the Former 


appear to have been a ſufficient Guide to 
the World, if we reflect upon the Ef- 


ect it was. intended to produce. Now This (as I have 


de enpe 


dig) was Faith in Chriſt. But Faith in Chriſt to come, 


and hat Circumſtance of Time makes a mighty diffe- 


bende. For it is to be obferved, that One degree of Faith 


is due to Prophecies before, and Another after their Ac- 
bong Before, A more or lefs explicit Faith, as 
the Revelation, which is its proper Baſis, is more or lets 
explicit. - After, A full and perfect Acquiefeence, becauſe 
The Will of God fo revealed is then performed, and his 
*Ertth juſtified beyond Doubt or Exception. God does 
not allow the ſame Motives of Faith to all Men, and yet 


pets Faith from all; But not the ſame Faith, for this 


would be to command them to go. farther than he leads 
them = Ahd we may truly fay, that he cannot oblige any 
Man to that which be does not afford him ſubſtantial. 

CO 3 Motives 
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Motives for: And, that a raſh and groundleſs Credulity 
can never be an acceptable Sacrifice to Him whoſe glory 
it is to delight only in a reaſonable Service. 7 
An Inſtance from the Caſe in hand will make this plain. | 

The Promiſe, that the (w) Woman's Seed fbonld break the C ) Gen. Hi. 

ent's Head, ſcems to oblige our Firſt Parents to a be- 1. 
lief, that the Redeemer of Mankind ſhould be one born 
of a Woman ; But could They or their Poſterity be bound 
to believe, that he ſhould be the Son of Abrabam, till God 
had declared, that in Hir Seed 850 all the Nations of the c) Cen. zii. 
Earth ſhould be bleſſed 2 Or that he ſhonld ſpring from 3. xii. 18. 
the Tribe of Judah, till Jacob had given this præeminence ii. 1. 
to that () Patriarch? Or that he ſhould be of the Fa- O) Gen. xlix.... 
mily of Bd, till this was revealed by (z) Nathan £ Or 
that his Mother ſhould be ſtill a Virgin, til Tab (4) had H Can, 
Ggnified it to Ahr? Or that Bethlehens ſhould be the place Si. Heb.i. 5.. 
of his Birth, till (6) Micah had told what honour was re- (z Marth. 
ſerved for that otherwiſe mean City? Or that he ſhould 2, 33. 
come into the World, and be cut off at fuch a ſet time, Nd. f. 
till Jacob, and Daniel, and een. and Malacbi, (e) had Cc Gen. xlis.. 
nicely fixt this Period? The ſame might be faid of thoſe % H. d 
other Predictions, which regard his Manner of living, in, iv.. 
the Treatment he ſhould meet with, the Miracles heſhoald 
do, the Death he ſnould die; that he ſhould. riſe again, 
aſcend into Heaven, give the Holy Spirit, call in the Gen- 


tiles, propagate his Doctrine, and eftabliſh- his Kingdom. 
with nat g Snecets. This makes it evident, that 


God opened this myſterious Work of Providence gradu- 
ally, that he let in more Light upon one Generation than 
988 | 9 nan 8 1 at onee mgm nee and 
explain e foregoing; and conſequently, that there 
was not one ſtanding Rule, one determinate meaſure of 
Faith for all promieuoult), but that the Duty of cach. 
Age and Perſon in this reſpect was enlarged, i propot-- 
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(4) Jud, ad 


Limb. Ser. iii. 


Qu. 1. n. 1, 


2, c. 


forded at that time. All which renders that a very frivo- 
lous Objection, wherein our Adverſaries ſometimes ex- 

preſs their diſdain (d) at all Arguments drawn by Chri- 
Mans from Typical Adumbrations or Myſtical Paſſages 
in the Old Teſtament, as of no uſe to create a Faith which 
ought and ever was required to be firm and clear; Since 
even Faith in the Meſſ:ah as well as any other Article was 
expected to be according to the nature of the Motives in- 
ducing it; More confuſed where tbeſe were darker, more 


_ clear as theſe grew more expreſs and diſtinct. 


4. The Sufficiency of the antient Prophecies for the uſe 
of former Ages, is yet more confirmed by this, that, as 
they were not given all at once, but each in ſucceſſion 


reflected back new. Light upon thoſe revealed before ; ſo 
neither were they or could they be fulfilled all at once, 
but every freſh. Event added perſpicuity and ſtrength to 


©," thoſe that had gone before. The Birth of the Meſſtab, 


the Privacy of his Life, the Power of his Preaching, the 
Number and quality of his Miracles ; the Infidelity of his 


Hearers, the Scorn of his Enemies, the Manner of his 
Death, the Time and Circumſtances. of his Reſurrection, 


and the reſt that was dotle by or done to him, were a work 
of ſome time And the Meaſures. Men were to take, are 


Examining and Comparing all theſe together, fixing up- 
on the Perſon in whom they meet like ſo many Lines 
drawn to one common Centre; obſerving how they thus 
made up the complicated Character of the Meſſiab, and 


4 . . . N da 3443.) * HH 
anſwer to tlie Prophecies, as Face anſwers to Face ina 


Glaſs. Ehe more of theſe Events concur to beat Te- 
ſtimony to Jeſus, the more blameable was the Jews Unbe- 
lief; and when they All concurr'd, ſuch and fo, many 
-inſtances...of. Prophecies fulfilled in things already paſt , 
4 3 $5 IS ts 421744 .. 3 3 EIS S 0 3 . 

rrendredd it altogether. incxculable, , For, to ſuppoſe that 
theſe could meet, in any but the Melſiah, had been to 
confound. and utterly defeat all the Notes he was to 


e, be 
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he.known by. Hence no doubt it was, that our Lord; 

forbad his Transfiguration (e) to be divulged-,. till ſuch CeO Mark ix. f 

time as he ſhould be riſer from the Dead. Becauſe the 

Jews. were not ripe for this ſignificant Emblem of his fu 

ture Glory ſooner ; But that Action demonſtrated him to 

be that Son of God, and that King of all the Ends of the. 

Earth,whoſe Advancement and Dominion are ſo elegantly 

celebrated in the Second Pſalm, and conſequently, after this 

the Account of his Transfiguration might very reaſonably 

be believed, and the intent of it underſtood by them. Hence 

the Siga of the Prophet Jonas, was by himſelf reſerved 

for the laſt, and moſt convincing to that adulterous (F) Matthi. 

Generation. Hence, in the Diſputes, and Conferences of 3% w 

the . Apoſtles, they are perpetually preſs with This, as 

an impregnable Defence of the Chriſtian Faith; As an un- 

deniable Teſtimony of God's approving all that that Juſt 

One had ſaid or done; As the firſt Nep of his Promo- 

tion and . glorious Recompence, thè inveſtiture in that 

Kingdom of which there ſhall be no end, the certain 

ledge of all the happy Effects yet to follow in the.courſe- 

of his Adminiſtration; The certain Pledge, I ſay, of things 

not only then, but even ſtill to come; For ſo the Apo- 

ſtles agree in repreſenting it, One in his (g) reaſoning () Ads ii. 

on the Day of Pentecoſt, and with Cornelius () and his 2% 38. 
Company, Another with the Athenian Court at (i) Areo- 42 
pagus , that God hath appointed a Day in which he will (i) vi. 31. 
judge the World in Righteouſneſs by that Man whom he hath 
ordained, whereof he hath given aſſurance unto all Men, in 
that he hath raiſed him from the Dead. 

Bleſſeꝗ therefore be that Lion of Judah, that Root of Da- 

vid, who by thus exactly accompliſhing the wonderful (4) 11g. air 
things foretold of him, hath opened that Book of Pro- 11. Dan. xi. 4. 
phecy (4) which before was ſealed: Who hath recon- 2 r 
ciled, not only Man to God, but the Word of God with 10. 16. i 1, 


«at 10. 
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© . whoſe Completion the Typical and Prophetick 


it ſelf; and opened to us that important WORST, to 

t penſa- 
tions of Four thouſand Years were made ſubſervient. 
iv. If after ſuch Evidences our (I) Goſpel be hid, it is hid only 
to them ibat are loft, and from whole Hearts the () Vail i 
. not yet taken away. Nor can it be removed, till they ſhall 
tm to Jeſus Chriſt, and acknowledge Him for the End 
. and Subſtance of all thoſe Shadows and darker Intimati- 
ons, which were ordained to ſhew Him at a diſtance, to 
- whom all the Prophets gave witneſs , in a manner proper 
for that ſeaſon in which they were ſent : In a manner 


ſo convineing, that the Apoſtles, in alledging their Teſti- 


monies, proceeded upon no other Principles, but ſuch as 
were either acknowledged already, or not in reaſon to be 
conteſted, by their Adverſaries. Which that they cer- 


_ _ mainlydid, is the deſign of my Third General Head to 


prove, and ſhall, by God's 
my next Diſcourſe. Figs) Y 


e, be made good in 


Now to God the Father , Son , and Holy Ghoſt , be al 
Honour and Glory from henceforth and for ever- © 
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